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hours, while the young people were roaming about and
climbing to the dome or roof of the Rotunda. I have
seldom passed two hours more agreeably. I felt sorry
Mr. Smith could not participate in my pleasure, but busi-
ness detained him in the Town. A violent shower pre-
vented our going up one of the adjoining mountains on
the top of which the observatory is built. Anna Maria
was positively enchanted and I could scarcely get her
away. When we returned to our Hotel we found the
space between it and the Court-House filled with hun-
dreds of people and amused ourselves the rest of the day
in watching the various and curious groups and hearing
the various cries, for the Court is likewise a kind of fair
and sales of various kinds going on, while that of Jus-
tice was going on within the Court House. In the after-
noon Professor Lomax, came to see us, soon afterwards
Mr. Rives,1 member of Congress and several other per-
sons called on us and agreeable conversation passed away
the time. Mr. Rives insisted on our calling at his house
and we have promised to pass tomorrow night. We
shall go in the morning to Monticello, and from there in
the afternoon to Mr. Rives', which is 14 miles further on
and the next day to Mr. Madison's.

Thus, far, my excursion has been far pleasanter than
I expected. I have seen more persons and the scenery
has been more beautiful than I anticipated. This hasty
sketch will give you a very imperfect idea of the pleasure
I have enjoyed. An hour ago, we had one, which It
would require a whole sheet to describe. We heard a
pleasing voice, delivering what we thought an animated
oration on the pavement before the house. On looking
out of the window we discovered it to be Phillip Bar-

1 William Cabell Rives, of Castle Hill, statesman, diplomatist and author
of a mighty fragment in three large volumes, of a " life of James Madison/*
covering only part of his career.n existence.cretary by asking him if he could honestly assert he knew the
